The Beja Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland
and southward as far as the southern slopes of the great
Warriba massif, and who later multiplied and spread still
further south over the plains of Odi and Tibilol until they
occupied most of the delta of the River Gash, and pitched
their matting tents on the northern bank of the Atbara
as far upstream as Latitude 15° : and lastly the milder and
more sophisticated Beni Amer, who lie to the East of the
Hadendowa and move between the Tokar littoral, with
its rich spring verdure, and the jagged mountains on the
Kassala-Eritrea frontier, and who have such an admixture
of Semitic blood that some anthropologists hesitate to
call them Beja.
In addition there are a dozen or so minor Beja tribes,
Arteiga, Kumeilab, Shaiab, Halenga, etc., a few of whom
cling to the skirts of the larger tribes, but mostly stressing
their independence and producing long genealogies and
traditions of a powerful and warrior past. The majority
are allied linguistically with the Beidawi-speaking group
(Hadendowa, Amarar, Bisharin, etc.), but some oddments
belong to the Khasa-speaking congeries of tribes known
as Tigre, which includes most of the Beni Amer clans.
Although many Beja are bilingual, that is, speak Arabic
as well as either Beidawi or Khasa, and although they are
all professing Moslems, they are not Arabs in any real
sense, and only resemble them, in spite of the faked
pedigrees of " Koreish " ancestry, in the one particular
that they are mainly pastoral and semi-nomadic. The
Arab is a medieval intruder into the Sudan. The Fuzzy
has been in the Red Sea hilts for at least four millennia,
and has oral traditions going back to heroes and battles
1,200 years ago. The Arab is gregarious, and, despite
tradition, garrulous. The Fuzzy is solitary, shy, and
reticent. He is not such a slave to social inhibitions and
tribal ties as the Bedu, and exercises a broader judgment
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